Cost of Saving Open Pollinated Seeds

The product called “The New Survival Seed Bank” has 21 different kids of vegetable seeds canned to reduce exposure to moisture and oxygen.    If this can is frozen it can last at least a decade and maybe much longer.   It is $143.00 with handling.

If you were to purchase the same open pollinated seeds from “Seeds of Change”…   the same 21 kinds of open pollinated seeds would be about $3.29 per package and the total would be $69.00……    but, then you would need to can them or to store them properly.

Below, however, are a few comparisons with other seed companies and you can see that if you shopped around you could order the same 21 varieties of vegetables much cheaper still from other companies.      When you read the catalog if an entry does not say “F1” or “Hybrid” then it is open pollinated.    Some catalogs specialize in mostly OP varieties.

Calypso Bean   200s in the NSSB



Vermont Bean Seed Co.    2 oz.  $2.15



Abundant Life Seeds   1 oz.  $4.15

Bloody Butcher Corn  300 s in the NSSB

a. Seeds of  Change has 3 OP sweet corns:   True Gold  100 s  $3.29

b. Abundant Life Seeds offers OP “Golden Bantam” Corn 1 oz. $4.15

c. Nichols Garden Nursery offers  “Golden Bantam” Corn 1 oz. $1.95

d. Territorial Seeds offers               “Golden Bantam” Corn 2 oz  $3.45

e. Johnny’s offers the first OP bi-color corn:  Double Standard: 1 oz. $3.95

Australian Brown Onion 100 days 1,000 s in the NSSB

                   (I just use the dehydrated diced onions.   So compact & simple.)

American Spinach 

            (I’m not going to research spinach because it is not a satisfying crop.


So much better to grow Swiss Chard.   Or even beet greens with the


sweetness of having little sweet beets in with greens.)

Scarlet Nantes Carrot 1,000 s in the NSSB

Seeds of Change:   Scarlet Nantes 750 seeds $3.19


Nichols offers OP Atomic Red carrot 1 gm (650 s per gm)  $1.95

Heirloom Tomatoes

See special hand out , Saving Tomato Seeds is satisfying because they can last for decades.

Giant Swiss Chard 200 s

Nichols French Swiss Improved over common Chard.   The thick green leaves are very tender, growing on large, white stalks.   Heavy yields.

4 gm pk. $1.85

 Dark Red Beet  300s

Seeds of Change   Detroit Dark Red Beet:  90 seeds $3.29

Nichols   Detroit Dark Red:   OP  5 gm pkt. $1.95  (60 seeds per gram)

      Or 300 seeds for $1.95

Territorial Seeds:   Bulls Blood:  pkt $4.85 with 14 grams per pkt 


And 30 to 75 seeds per gram.

Johnny’s Seeds:   Bull’s Blood:   pkt $3.20 5 grams, ave. 385 seeds.

Stokes:  Detroit $2.15 pkt (between 150 to 300 s)

Big Butternut Squash 40 s

f. Seeds of Change:  Uncle David’s Dakota Dessert Squash  25 Seeds $3.29

g. Seeds of Change:  Butternut, Waltham Strain  25 Seeds, $3.29

h. Abundant Life Seeds:   Waltham Butternut 3 grams $2.95

i. Territorial Seeds:   Waltham Butternut OP 3 grams sampler  $2.35 9 to 16 seeds per gram:

j. Johnny’s:  Waltham Butternut pkt 30 seeds at  $2.95 

            (Johnny’s has three kinds of Butternut)

k.   Stokes:   pkt $ 25 s 

h.   Burpee 40 seeds $2.65

Georgia Flame Pepper 50 s

Seeds of Change:   Cal Wonder Orange Bell:  50 s  $3.29

Nichol;s Peppers:   Cal Wonder Orange Bell  155 seeds in 1 gm pkt. $1.65

Double Yield Cucumber 90 s

k. Sweet Marketmore  50 seeds $3.29

l. Nichol’s  Straight Eight, AAS OP  1.5 gm $1.45

m. Territorial Seeds offers Marketmore   30 seeds $3.25

n. Johnny’s Marketmore 76 OP  mini  pkt 55 seeds $2.75 

Turnips:


Seeds of Change:  Purple Top White Globe   350 seeds $3.29


Nichols:  Purple Top White Globe:   425 seeds per gram



A four gram packet is only $1.85


Johnny’s:   Purple Top White Globe:  mini  or 200 seeds at $3.10



(Johnny’s has 3 kinds of turnip)

Red Russian Kale   

An old favorite for its tenderness, sweet flavor, and nutritive value.   Retains its sweetness during warm weather and tolerates extreme cold.

Seeds of Change 300 s.    3.29

Nichols 3 gm  or 320 seeds for  only $1.85

Johnny’s mini  pkt at 240 seeds $2.95

