HOW TO STORE SEEDS

How rapidly a seed degrades depends on storage temperature and humidity.   Every 10 degrees increase in temperature above what might be called ‘standard conditions’ combined with a 1 % increase in the moisture content of the seed, cuts the storage life of the seed in half.   On the other hand, for every 10F decrease in storage temperature, combined with a 1% decrease in the moisture content of that seed, the storage life of the seed doubles.

Standard conditions are assumed to be 70 degrees F with enough humidity in the air that the seed stabilizes at 13 % moisture by weight, which is what usually happens in a temperate climate.   If we could cut the storage temp to 60 F and at the same time dry the air a bit so the humidity is 12%, the seeds would last twice as long.  If you keep the seeds at 80 degrees and 14% humidity their life is halved.

If you keep your seeds in a steamy greenhouse they won’t last a year.   If you keep them on a closet shelf in an unheated bedroom, they will probably last longer than usually kept but, if you keep them in a fridge at 50F with 10% humidity they will last at least four times longer than if they had been stored under standard conditions.  (Johnny’s & Park’s Seeds do this also.)

One other thing that shortens seed storage life:  the STRESS of change.   Seeds will do much better if their temperature and moisture content don’t alter.

Go to a craft shop and buy a pound of silica gel desiccant crystals.   The color 

slowly changes from dark blue to light blue and then finally to pink after they have soaked up all the moisture they can hold.   Silica gel can be reactivated many times 

as long as it is not heated beyond 230 F.   If the crystals are pink, put them into a baking pan and pop this into the oven at over 212 F but, under 230 F .    Bake till the pink has gone and they’ve returned to their clear or blue color.

Now get airtight containers to hold your valuable seeds:   jars or plastic storage containers which seal nearly air tight.   Put 2 TB silica gel into the containers and monitor the colors.   If the gel turns pink, take it out and reactivate it; after cooling it off, return 

it to the seed container.

The seed you buy is new to YOU but, it might be very old seed just stored well to the company which is selling it.   They were not able to monitor the harvesting of seed at 

the perfect moment of maturity as you will be able to do.   YOUR own harvested seed will be far superior to anything you will ever purchase.

The above is from Steve Solomon founder of Territorial Seeds Co.  from his excellent book: “Gardening When It Counts”.  He recently sold his company worried about possible turmoil over future oil woes and now writes and gardens  in Tasmania with his lovely wife, Muriel.

